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Ages shown for 
divisions of geologic 
time are general 
representations. 
Ages in mega-annum 
mean millions of 
years before present. 
Most box heights are 
generally scaled to 
relative duration of 
time periods named; 
however, different 
scaling factors are 
used for some time 
periods (for example, 
Quaternary Period is 
much shorter than 
Tertiary Period, and 
Proterozoic Eon is 
much longer than 
Phanerozoic Eon). 
Stratigraphic-age 
symbols are in 
parentheses. Tildes (~) 
mean approximately. 
For more specific 
age information, 
see U.S. Geological 
Survey Professional 
Paper 1879–1  
(https://doi.org/ 
10.3133/pp1879v1).
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